3o2              'CONTEMPORARY ESSAYS.

instruction of the race in the second stage of its
capacity. The possibility of a third age is mentioned
when men will do right without reference to the
future, but because it is right. Every individual of
the race must travel over the same road of progressive
education. To allow time for this it is supposed that
men may have lived before, or that they may have
opportunities of learning in the eternity that is to come.
The objections of the Deists to Christianity, and the
answers to these objections, reached their final stage
in the Wolfenbuttel' Fragments,7 and the controversies
which followed their publication. The Deists had
made an 'Aufklaring,' but the philosophy of Kant,
which went again to subjectivity and concerned itself
with the nature of reason, cleared up a great deal
which the Deists took for immovable certainty.
Kant's philosophy had no immediate reference to
religion, and was so far neither against Christianity
nor for it. The service it rendered was an equal
benefit to both sides. It cleared the ground, removed
the dust, and distinguished between the mountain and
the mirage, or at least determined the conditions under
which it was possible to make the distinction. Kant's
problem in philosophy was the parallel problem of
theology. Philosophers and theologians had been
making systems on the assumption that the objective,
if not perfectly known, was, at least, perfectly know-
able. The Deists contrasted the certainty of their
reasonings with the uncertainty of the external evi-
dences of Christianity. Kant showed the uncertainty
of their reasonings. To set one uncertainty against
another was not to increase the grounds of faith, but